MEMORANDUM  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISUTION  OF  INTEREST  TO  RELIGIOUS  GROUPS 

issued  by  the 

Friends  Conunittee  on  National  Legislation 
2111  Florida  Avenue,  N.  'W, 

Vilashington  8,  D.  C* 


Washington  Letter  No.  3U  October  21,  19U6 

ELECTIONS:  In  a  democracy  it  should  hardly  be  necessary  to  stress  the  importance  of  Novem¬ 
ber  Remember  that  the  first  extension  of  the  draft  in  the  House  passed  by 

ONE  vote. 

“Today,  alike  are  great  and  small. 

The  nameless  and  the  knorni; 

The  palace  is  the  people’s  hall. 

The  ballot-box  ray  throne  1” 

Whittier,  “The  Poor  Voter  on  Election  Day” 

DRAFT  RECORDS:  In  opposing  conscription  the  best  state  delegation  was  Indiana's.  VAiile 
most  of  the  Indiana  members  were  Republicans,  Louis  Ludlow,  Democrat,  has 
as  good  a  record  as  any.  The  best  record  made  by  a  member  of  the  Military  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee  in  the  House  is  that  of  Philbin  of  Massachusetts.  Crossman  of  Ohio  is  another 
Democrat  who  has  opposed  all  forms  of  the  draft.  Hook  of  Michigan  is  a  Democrat  whose 
record  on  draft  votes  is  exceptionally  good.  The  other  records  as  good  as  these  are  by 
Republicans,  who  in  general  were  more  apt  to  be  found  opposing  administration  measures  for 
various  forms  of  the  draft.  The  outstanding  ones  on  the  Republican  side  are:  Bishop  of 
Illinois,  Hoffman  of  Michigan,  Kinzer  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Smith  of  Ohio.  The  latter  is 
the  only  one  in  the  iirtiole  House  who  was  there  Sot  every  vote  and  who  voted  against  every 
single  draft  proposal. 

SPECIAL  MENTION:  In  addition  the  following  legislators  deserve  praise:  Jerry  Voorhis  for 
his  stand  on  liquor  and  his  hard  work  in  the  best  causes  at  all  times, 
Christian  Kerter  for  being  one  of  the  most  sensitive  men  in  Congress,  along  with  Dr.  Judd 
of  Minnesota.  Brooks  Hays  of  Arkansas  went  on  record  in  the  House  in  the  matter  of  the 
need  for  feeding  people  of  occupied  areas.  Doyle  of  California  takes  his  job  religiously, 
in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  Fulton  of  Pittsburgh  is  a  serious  and  hard  working 
congressman,  consulting  his  constituency  frequently  and  finding  them  in  favor  of  world 
organization.  Savage  of  Washington  has  done  a  conscientious  job  and  so  has  Biemiller  of 
Wisconsin.  Walters  of  Pennsylvania  tried  to  get  the  Evacuation  Claims  Commission  set  up 
for  Japanese-Americans . 

CONSCRIPTION  OUTLOOK:  The  draft  holiday  is  almost  certainly  an  election  maneuver.  The 

intimation  of  the  War  Department,  in  announcing  the  holiday,  that 
Selective  Service  might  never  be  renewed  is  viewed  skeptically  in  most  peace  circles,  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  light  of  reliable  reports  that  the  War  Department  is  planning  for  the 
coming  session  of  Congress  not  only  a  cait^aign  for  universal  military  training  of  six 
months,  but  also  draft  extension  after  March  31 j  19U7*  The  six  months  training  period  is 
in  reality  still  a  year's  program,  with  the  second  six  months  to  be  spent  in  the  National 
Guard,  the  R.O.T.C.,  Enlisted  Reserves,  or  other  options.  Calculated  to  train  726,000  men 
a  year,  the  annual  cost  of  the  program  is  estimated  at  2  billion  dollars. 

FOOD  SITUATION:  Despite  reports  of  imminent  famine  in  India  and  constant  hunger  in  Central 
Europe  we  are  gorging  ourselves  more  than  ever.  Meanwhile  price  rises  in 
this  country  and  the  ending  on  December  31  of  UNRRA  make  world  want  this  winter  probably 
more  extensive  than  last,  with  physical  weakness  becoming  greater  everyvrtiere  as  a  matter  of 
natural  cumulation.  Until  we  come  back  to  this  subject  at  greater  length  we  suggest  that 
you  keep  up  with  the  plans  of  Sir  John  Boyd  Orr,  head  of  the  Food  and.  Agriculture  Organ¬ 
ization,  Sir  John  is  also  chairman  of  the  British  National  Peace  Council,  whose  vice- 
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presidents  include  Vera  Brittain  and  John  MacMurray 


REFUGEES:  Ten  months  have  passed  since  President  Truman  issued  his  directive  for  speeding 
the  entrance  of  displaced  persons  into  this  country.  Less  than  5 >000  such 
persons  have  actually  been  admitted  although  the  quotas  for  Central  Europe  amount  to 
39,000.  The  tragedy  of  all  this  is  that  the  quotas  are  non-cura\ilative  not  only  from  year 
to  year,  but  from  month  to  month.  Every  month  that  passes  without  3900  people  coming  in 
under  this  program  means  that  many  people  are  left  to  stagnate  in  camps  and  European 
hunger.  Until  further  legislation  is  possible  one  might  inquire  of  the  State  Department: 
(1)  Since  no  change  in  the  law  is  required,  why  should  not  quotas  be  cumulative  from 
month  to  month?  (2)  If  there  is  a  shortage  of  quota  for  the  Polish  displaced  persons,  wl^ 
is  the  quota  of  6000  for  them  unfilled?  (3)  Vihy  have  efforts  to  fulfill  the  President’s 
orders  been  so  ineffective  over  ten  months'  time? 


CPS  NEGOTIATIONS:  We  have  been  trying  to  persuade  the  powers-that-be  to  grant  civilian  ad 
ministration,  pay,  dependency,  accident  con^^ensation.  These  changes 
would  make  unnecessary  the  trial  and  punishment  of  the  $9  Glendora  men.  Their  cases  have 
been  postponed  twice.  Delegations  have  visited  administrative  agencies  with  these  ends  in 
view,  always  stressing  that  these  changes  were  minimal,  that  they  were  in  no  way  to  set  a 
pattern  for  any  other  Selective  Service  law,  and  that  they  should  not  restrict  our  right  in 
any  way  to  combat  conscription. 

STATUS  OF  C.O.'S:  The  ratio  of  induction  of  conscientious  objectors  to  soldiers  is  1  to 
about  830.  In  September,  for  the  2^,000  men  drafted  into  the  Army,  38 

C.O.'S  were  ordered  to  report  to  camp . As  for  amnesty,  the  outlook  seemed  brighter 

for  a  time  than  at  present;  the  executive  branch  seems  inclined  now  to  stress  the  small 
number  of  IV-E's  (less  than  100)  remaining  in  prison,  overlooking  8U3  Jehovah’s  »VitnesseSj 
the  many  who  were  not  classified  IV-E,  and  the  need  for  restoring  civil’  rights  to  those  nho 
have  been  released. 

THE  WALLACE  AFFAIR:  We  have  only  three  comments  to  make  on  this:  (1)  The  letter  to  the 

President  in  defense  of  his  stand  is  better  reasoned  than  the  Madison 
Square  Garden  speech  and  does  not  suggest  so  much  of  the  two-world  idea,  while  pointing  out 
the  necessity  of  a  give-and-take,  for  instance  in  the  argument  over  atomic  control;  (2) 
Henry  Wallace  is  essentially  a  "religious  man"  —  that  this  was  widely  recognized  at  the 
time  and  used  as  an  excuse  for  what  some  people  considered  muddleheadedness  is  a  reflection 
either  on  the  state  of  religion  in  this  country  or  the  state  of  political  thought;  (3)  The 
argument  between  Baruch  and  Wallace  comes  down  to  whether  or  not  we  should  destroy  our 
existing  stockpile  of  bombs.  Baruch  calls  this  one-sided  diseirmament.  On  the  other  hand; 
his  plan,  while  good  in  its  major  outlines,  calls  on  Russia  to  reveal  all  its  mineral 
deposits  and  accept  all  American  ideas,  every  step  of  the  way,  without  the  United  States 
giving  anything  until  the  very  end. 

ACTION;  (1)  Encourage  the  President  to  appoint  a  man  of  high  caliber  to  the  Atomic  Energy 
Commission  —  David  Lilienthal,  now  of  TVA,  would  probably  make  the  best  chair 
man;  (2)  Encourage  the  President  to  go  ahead  with  his  program  to  open  the  doors  wider  to 
refugees.  Not  publicized  but  very  much  a  reality  is  the  confidentisQ.  register  of  public 
opinion  circulated  within  executive  departments  of  the  government.  It  reflects  the 
subjects  and  attitudes  of  letters  to  the  President. 

James  M.  Read 
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Tro  suggestions  for  action  as  the  Newsletter  goes  out: 


1.  You  should  make  a  special  effort  to  see  your  cancidates  for  Congress  prior  to 
November  5.  Before  election  is  the  time  to  set  them  tlxinking  about  their  obligations 
to  adliere  to  sound  Cliristian  principles  in  their  future  legislative  service. 

Your  most  effective  procedure  vrauld  be  to  invite  several  other  citizens  to  go  with 
you  to  interviev/  the  candidates  when  they  are  in  yoiir  neighborhood.  You  wo’old,  of 
coui-se,  inquire  concerning  the  attitude  of  your  future  Representatives  and  Senators 
on  peacetime  military  training  as  well  as  universal  disarmament*  If  you  can't  go  in 
person,  an  inquiry  in  Ta*iting  nov/  may  elicit  interesting  and  valuable  comiiiitments 
for  the  future. 

For  other  good  suggestions  and  questions  to  put  to  the  carididates,  see  LOOK  Magazine 
for  October  29,  pages  93  to  100  and  the  questions  below  prepared  by  Conscription  Ne\.'3. 

II.  The  draft  holiday  makes  amnesty  all  the  more  feasible*  The  Committee  for  Am¬ 
nesty  is  calling  on  concerned  people  to  wire  or  v/rite  the  President  and  Attorney 
General  (Ton  Clark,  Lepartment  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C.)  digring  liianksgiving 
Week,  urging  the  Attorney  General  to  reconmend  and  the  President  to  grant  a 
Christmas  amnesty  for  conscientious  objectors.  If  the  Executive  Branch  of  our 
tiovernment  is  made  to  feel  that  vdde  circles  favor  this  action,  sminesty  might  well 
be  proclaimed  at  a  time  of  traditional  good  v/ill* 

•Ji-  ’>r  -s;-  a-  •}:-  -j;-  'i;-  •}>-  a-  if- 

QUESTIONS 

1*  Conscription  and  armanents  — 

(a)  Will  you  work  for  y;orid-vdde  reduction  in  armaments?  Ydll  you  urge  the 
President  to  call  an  international  disarmament  conference? 

(b)  Will  you  work  against  any  extension  of  peacetirne  conscription? 

(c)  Will  you  oppose  the  establishment  of  universal  military  training? 

(d)  Will  you  oppose  the  arming  by  the  United  States  of  South  and  Central 
American  countries  either  through  military  missions  or  through  actual 
military  establishments? 

2.  Vdll  you  vote  for  adequate  appropriations  and  give  ’.whatever  other  legislative 
sv?3port  is  needed  to  develop  international  bodies  such  as  the  Food  and  Agri¬ 
culture  Crganizatj.on,  the  United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural 
Organization? 

3.  Will  you  try  to  see  that  tine  United  States  does  its  full  share  in  providing 
adequate  food  and  other  relief  for  tlie  starving  people  of  the  world? 

h»  Are  you  ready  to  encourage  the  ending  of  manufacture  of  the  atomic  bomb  and 
preparation  for  germ  warfare  by  the  United  States?  Are  you  ready  to  agree 
•  to  international  control  of  atomic  energy  v/ith  adequate  provision  for 
inspection  in  all  countries  by  international  representatives? 


October  211,  19ii6 

Friends  Committee  on  iiational  Legislation 


